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Historic Black Women’s Army Corps Unit To Be 
Honored With New Monument
The 6888th was the first and only black WAC unit to be deployed overseas during WWII.

Fort Leavenworth, a U.S. Army base in Kansas, has a special connection 
to black history — it was the home of the first black regiments formed 
during a time of peace. These regiments later fought Native Americans 
during the wars of westward expansion, and became known as the Buffa-
lo Soldiers.

A monument stands honoring them today, and that marker is about to 
be joined by another honoring historic black soldiers, the Leavenworth 
Times reports. This new monument will be a tribute to the 6888th Cen-
tral Directory Postal Battalion, which was the first and only black Wom-
en’s Army Corps (WAC) unit deployed overseas during World War II.

The planned monument will feature images of the unit, as well as infor-
mation on its history and accomplishments. The marker will be capped 
by a bronze bust of the 6888th’s commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel 
Charity Adams.

The Movies May Have Forgotten About Them, but 
Black Cowboys Are Thriving

American movies and media may have largely forgotten the role of 
black Americans in cowboy culture, but the Bill Pickett Invitational 
Rodeo certainly hasn’t. The all-black rodeo was created in 1984 by 
entertainment producer Lu Vason in order to “uncover the cultural past 
of the black cowboy.” It’s been traveling the country ever since. 

The event is named after Bill Pickett, the first black athlete to be induct-
ed into the Rodeo Hall of Fame, and the inventor of “bulldogging,” a 
breathtaking rodeo move that involves a rider “riding alongside a steer, 
jumping onto its shoulders and horns, then digging his feet into the 
ground to bring the animal down.”

 “The history of African-American cowboys and their role in settling 
the West isn’t that much different from the history of other Afri-
can-American groups—it’s been largely ignored by historians and the 
media,” McMullin wrote in a statement. “The fact is that African-Amer-
icans made up roughly 25 percent of the cowboys responsible for the 
movement west.”
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Ever Wonder What Else Should 
Have Been Taught in History 
Class?

Albany UU
Inclusivity  

Team

the price of  
inclusivity is 
eternal vigilance

Inclusivity Team contact information:  
inclusivity-team-albanyuu@egroups.churchdb.com
The Inclusivity Team is a working group that meets in Room B-8 at 
11:45am on the second Sunday of the month. All are welcome!

Madam C.J. Walker’s “Villa Lewaro” Estate in 
New York Protected as National Treasure with 
Preservation Easement

On the heels of launching the African-American Cultural Her-
itage Action Fund, the National Trust for Historic Preservation 
announced a preservation easement on Madam C.J. Walker’s estate, 
Villa Lewaro. 

Madam C.J. Walker (December 23, 1867–May 25, 1919), America’s 
first self-made female millionaire, commissioned Villa Lewaro, her 
“Dream of Dreams,” at the height of her wealth and prominence as 
inventor and entrepreneur of haircare products for African-Amer-
ican women. Constructed in 1918, alongside the Hudson River 
in Irvington, NY, Madam Walker’s elegant residence was built to 
inspire African-Americans to reach their highest potential.

Designed by Vertner Tandy—the first African-American registered 
architect in the state of New York and one of the seven founders of  
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.—the 34-room mansion served as 
the intellectual gathering place for notable leaders of the Harlem 
Renaissance, such as W. E. B. Du Bois and Langston Hughes.
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