
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 


The Sustainability Advisory Committee recommends that 
the City of Albany commemorate this year’s 50th birthday 
of Earth Day on 4/22/20 by calling on the public to be 
part of a Buy Local, Grow Local campaign.


Who: 	 	 Albany City officials and Council Members along with local businesses and BIDs, 

food pantries, garden and agricultural organizations, and environmental groups 


Where: 	 City of Albany 

What: 	 	 Buy Local, Grow Local: a public awareness campaign

When: 		 Before a return to business as usual after the Covid-19 crisis

Why: 	 	 1) support local business owners and workers, and increase local business revenue


2) enhance Albany’s resilience to crises through local food production

	 	 3) lower greenhouse gas emissions caused by shipping products/food long distances

	 	 4) reduce organic waste in landfill, lower methane emissions, and revitalize depleted


urban soil by encouraging backyard composting


Whereas, due to the global pandemic much local business has stopped, business owners and 
workers are suffering economically and City revenues are down;


Whereas, the pandemic crisis has made the public aware of our vulnerability to global supply chain 
failures of foods and other items;


Whereas, Albany can help residents turn the pandemic crisis into a long-lived opportunity by 
embracing a “Buy Local, Grow Local” public awareness campaign, thereby creating a better, 
healthier, more profitable life for city residents; 


Whereas, there are already many local organizations that support the idea of buying and growing 
local and would provide concrete information about local merchants and craftspeople, plus 
information and how-tos for gardening and composting;


Therefore, we recommend that the City of Albany use its digital presence to publicize the Buy Local, 
Grow Local campaign and partner with local organizations and volunteers to provide helpful 
resources to city residents which could include:


• A “Buy Local, Grow Local” network, featuring listings of local businesses organized by 
product and service categories


• A listing and/or links to agricultural resources, as well as practical gardening and composting 
how-tos.


We recommend this effort be developed in concert with the 50th Earth Day, so that we might use this 
opportunity to plant the seeds for a locally sustainable future.
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