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Renewable Capitol Act 

S8221 (Breslin) – A9341 (McDonald) 
 

AN ACT to amend the executive law and the public authorities law, in relation to the  
utilization of renewable energy at state-owned facilities in Albany. 

 
This legislation requires the New York State Capitol, Empire State Plaza (ESP), and other state owned 
buildings in downtown Albany to move to 100% clean renewable energy within three years. 
 
The Green Sanctuary Committee of the First Unitarian Universalist Society of Albany strongly 
supports the Renewable Capitol Act as an important step in bringing New York into our renewable 
energy future and shutting down fossil fuel facilities that destroy our climate and pollute our 
communities. 
 
New York State passed the landmark Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA) in 
2019, which requires New York to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 85% by 2050.  However, the Empire 
State Plaza complex, including the State Capitol, continues to be heated and cooled by burning fracked 
gas at the Sheridan Avenue Steam Plant in Sheridan Hollow, a low-income, primarily people of color 
neighborhood. The Steam Plant has polluted the Sheridan Hollow, Arbor Hill, and West Hill 
neighborhoods for more than a century, first burning coal, then oil, then garbage, and now fracked gas. 
 
Green Sanctuary seeks to preserve the global environment on which all life depends by working to 
make the Earth sustainable and by addressing climate change. We have worked with the Sheridan 
Hollow Alliance for Renewable Energy since 2017, seeking to bring environmental justice to the local 
community and put the state on a better track toward meeting its greenhouse gas reduction goals. We 
helped to organize successful opposition to a state plan that would have added massive turbines and 
even more fossil fuel burning in Sheridan Hollow. The state abandoned that plan in 2019 and has taken 
some steps toward powering the ESP complex with renewable energy, by partially electrifying its 
cooling system and contracting for about half of its annual electricity supply from a remote solar farm. 
But the state still has not committed to obtaining the other half of its electricity from renewable 
energy sources, nor to shutting down the gas-fired steam boilers in Sheridan Hollow in favor of 
renewable geothermal energy. 
 
Renewable options for heating, cooling, and electrical power are available now. A renewable energy 
solution incorporating geothermal technology for the Empire State Plaza would showcase New York as 
a climate leader and serve as a model for the nation. 
 
For more information: http://albanyuu.org/green-sanctuary-team 
 


