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J O H N  C R O S S  L E G A C Y  S O C I E T Y
F O R  A  F U T U R E  B E Y O N D  A  L I F E T I M E

The John Cross Legacy Society was created by the 
Albany UU Endowment Trustees to encourage and 
recognize planned giving within our congregation. 

If you wish to include 
the First Unitarian 
Universalist Society  
of Albany in your  
estate plan, and  
thereby join the John 
Cross Legacy Society, 
we hope you will 
find the information 
provided in this 
brochure useful. 

If you wish to include the First Unitarian Universalist Society of Albany in your estate plan, we 
hope you will find the following information useful.  

Our legal name: The First Unitarian Universalist Society of Albany  
Our legal address: 405 Washington Avenue, Albany NY 12206
Our Federal Tax ID: 14-1509821 (Your attorney may want to include this number in your will to help your 
executor facilitate your bequest.)

IRA BENEFICIARY  
If you wish to leave a portion of your legacy to Albany UU and you have a traditional IRA, naming Albany UU as 
a beneficiary is an excellent strategy. Charities are income tax exempt as well as federal estate tax exempt.
No income tax is payable when a charity receives an IRA as a beneficiary. The charity, unlike your children and 
grandchildren, will receive 100% of the IRA, allowing you to leave other assets, which aren’t taxed, to your heirs.
Many estate planners recommend against naming a person and a charity as co-beneficiaries within the same 
IRA. Dividing the IRA and having the charity as the sole beneficiary of one IRA and your individual beneficiaries 
on the other IRA is recommended.

WILLS
If you currently have a will on file with an attorney or executor, contact your attorney and request a codicil. This 
is a later change or addendum to a completed will so that it’s not necessary to rewrite your entire will.

Sample codicil: I hereby amend my Last Will and Testament, executed on the Xth day of Month in the year 
20__. I direct that all provisions of that Will remain in effect but in addition direct that the Endowment Fund 
(Special Projects Trust or Operations Trust) of the First Unitarian Universalist Society of Albany, 405 Washington 
Avenue, Albany NY 12206, shall receive the sum of ______ dollars. [or an amount equal to ______________ per 
cent (______%) of my adjusted gross estate as finally determined for federal tax purposes”]. 

Below is sample language which may be used in new wills.

Unrestricted general legacy: “I give to the Endowment Fund (Special Projects Trust or Operations Trust) of 
The First Unitarian Universalist Society of Albany, 405 Washington Avenue, Albany NY 12206, $_______ [or 
an amount equal to ______________ per cent (______%) of my adjusted gross estate as finally determined for 
federal tax purposes”]. 

Amount of gift dependent on size of the estate: “I give to the Endowment Fund (Special Projects Trust 
or Operations Trust) of The First Unitarian Universalist Society of Albany, 405 Washington Avenue, Albany 
NY 12206 an amount equal to _______________ per cent (______%) of my adjusted gross estate as finally 
determined for federal tax purposes, or ______________________dollars ($_________), whichever is larger.” 

Gift of residuary estate: “I give the residue of the property owned by me at the time of my death, real and 
personal and wherever situate, to the Endowment Fund (Special Projects Trust or Operations Trust) of the First 
Unitarian Universalist Society of Albany, 405 Washington Avenue, Albany NY 12206.

Contingent gift of residuary estate: “I give the residue of the property owned by me at my death, real and 
personal and wherever situate, to my [son/daughter] _______________________if [he/she] survives me. If [he/she] 
does not survive me, I give my residuary estate to the Endowment Fund (Special Projects Trust or Operations 
Trust) of the First Unitarian Universalist Society of Albany, 405 Washington Avenue, Albany NY 12206.

Note: Remember to designate either the Special Projects Trust or the Operations Trust or a combination of 
the two. Undesignated bequests and gifts will be split evently between the two Trusts.

N E X T  S T E P S :N E X T  S T E P S :



John Cross was a visionary member and president of Albany UU in the 1980s. John 

cared deeply about the congregation and made a substantial bequest to the Society 

upon his untimely death. It was his bequest that provided the initial funding of our 

Endowment Trust for Special Projects. Prior to John’s gift, Albany UU had no endowment. 

Since then, the Special Projects Endowment Trust has grown through the generosity of 

other members and returns on investments, so that it now gives thousands of dollars 

annually to support projects which further the mission of our congregation.

In 2019, the Board of Trustees established a second Endowment with proceeds of 

its investments supporting the ongoing operations of the congregation. Donors may 

designate the Special Projects Trust, the Operations Trust, or both, when making gifts. 

C o n s i d e r  I n c l u d i n g  A l b a n y  U U  i n  Yo u r  E s t a t e  P l a nC o n s i d e r  I n c l u d i n g  A l b a n y  U U  i n  Yo u r  E s t a t e  P l a n A  f e w  e x a m p l e s A  f e w  e x a m p l e s 
o f  t h e  p r o j e c t s o f  t h e  p r o j e c t s 
s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e 
E n d o w m e n t  Tr u s t :E n d o w m e n t  Tr u s t :
Purchasing playground Purchasing playground 
equipmentequipment  for  AlbanyUU  for AlbanyUU 
volunteers to instal l  at  Sheridan volunteers to instal l  at  Sheridan 
Prep Academy Elementary School Prep Academy Elementary School 
in the Albany City School Distr ict .in the Albany City School Distr ict .

Helping our neighborsHelping our neighbors  by  by 
providing funds for the AlbanyUU providing funds for the AlbanyUU 
Neighborhood Community Neighborhood Community 
Breakfasts,  funds for working with Breakfasts,  funds for working with 
inner c i ty youth,  underwrit ing inner c i ty youth,  underwrit ing 
expenses of Community Health expenses of Community Health 
Fairs  at  AlbanyUU, and support ing Fairs  at  AlbanyUU, and support ing 
Albany UU volunteers bui lding Albany UU volunteers bui lding 
“Litt le Free Librar ies.”“Litt le Free Librar ies.”

Funding for improvementsFunding for improvements  to the  to the 
AlbanyUU physical  plant including AlbanyUU physical  plant including 
enhancement of our Community enhancement of  our Community 
Hal l  with a new projector,  a new Hal l  with a new projector,  a new 
chal ice and artwork,  and capital chal ice and artwork,  and capital 
improvements the entrance lobby improvements the entrance lobby 
and the corr idor making them and the corr idor making them 
more welcoming.more welcoming.

Underwrit ing expenses of Underwrit ing expenses of 
education and training programs education and training programs 
for  members and leaders of for members and leaders of 
AlbanyUU for in i t iat ives such AlbanyUU for in i t iat ives such 
as welcoming congregation, as welcoming congregation, 
bui lding intent ional  mult icultural bui lding intent ional  mult icultural 
community,  and scholarships to community,  and scholarships to 
General  Assembly.General  Assembly.

Promoting a world perspectivePromoting a world perspective  
by funding Albany UU youth by funding Albany UU youth 
teaching l i teracy and job ski l ls  in teaching l i teracy and job ski l ls  in 
Guatemala,  and underwrit ing the Guatemala,  and underwrit ing the 
expenses of our partner church expenses of our partner church 
vis i tors f rom Transylvania.v is i tors f rom Transylvania.

Looking to the futureLooking to the future  by  by 
providing funds for our transit ion providing funds for our transit ion 
to a new minister.to a new minister.

w i t h  y o u r  g e n e r o s i t y w i t h  y o u r  g e n e r o s i t y 
w e  c a n  d o  s o  m u c h w e  c a n  d o  s o  m u c h 
m o r e . . .m o r e . . .

Members of the John Cross Legacy Society are invited to an annual 

reception held in their honor. If you have already included our congregation 

in your estate plan, you are already a member of the John Cross Legacy 

Society. Please let the Endowment Trustees know so that you can be 

properly recognized for your generosity and vision. 


